1566-1648 Dutch Revolt and the Rise of
the Dutch Republic

The Dutch Revolt, or Eighty Years War, Is the
term given to the armed struggle of the
Northern Netherlands to shake off Spanish rule
In addition to fighting against foreign
dominion, the revolt was also a desperate civil
war between two key sections of the Dutch
population. The Dutch Republic emerged from

3 E f the conflagration as a robust sovereign state
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1566 Miracle Year 1572-1574 War in the Netherlands
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1609-1621 Truce and turmoil 1648 Treaty of Munster

1600-1690 Golden Age of the Dutch
Republic

Where else in the world con one enjoy olf the
camfarts of life and all the interesting things
thot a person might wish fo find? W ther
country is there in which one con enjoy such
perfect freedom .27

That is what French philosopher René Descartes
wrote in 1631. He often visited the Dutch
Republic and his words speak for themselves.
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1600-1665 Amsterdam’s Prosperity

1660-1680 Scholarship in the
Republic
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1688 Stadholder William 11l
becomes king of England




1650-1715 Republic at war with its (A v)
neighbours
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The Dutch Republic often found itself at
oggerheads with surrounding countries.
Maritime wars with England were not a great
prablem for the Dutch: Halland had its naval
heroes. But the Republic was also drawn into
major European land wars, and often against
the French,

In 1700, Spain’s king Charles Il died. Having no children, he had
stated that the French king Louis XIV’s grandson should inherit
the throne, as long as Spain remained sovereign. Britain and the
Dutch Republic opposed the idea of a Franco-Spanish power
block. And they went to war to prevent it.

Timeline Dutch History

Hesitant start

When war broke out, the Republic’s
stadholder, William 111, was also king of
England. Naturally, the two countries would
be expected to pursue a joint political and
military policy. They concluded a Grand
Alliance with the Habsburg empire, Prussia
and various German principalities. Gradually,
a military force was assembled and in 1702
the army was ready to fight its first battle. In
that same year, William 11l suddenly died
following a riding accident. He left no
children. The States of Holland took the
opportunity to leave the position of
stadholder vacant, and it remained vacant
for many years.

In the first year of the war the Grand Alliance
won a significant victory. An Anglo-Dutch
fleet cornered the Franco-Spanish fleet in the
bay of Vigo and captured a huge amount of
gold, silver and treasure.




War of attrition
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Fireworks celebrating the Treaty of Utrecht, 1713. Daniél Stopendael after Daniél Marot 1,1713

1780-1810 Patriots, Batavian Republic

and the French

781-1795 Patriots vs Orangists

1795-1806 Batavian Republic

In 1781, a new political movement of discontented burghers became
increasingly vociferous in the Republic. They called themselves
Patriots, to show their love of country, and aimed to restore the
Republic to its former power and glory. Their concerns were greater
individual freedom and the rights of man. Power, which had accrued
to the stadholder and aristocracy, should lie with the burghers. The
Patriots armed themselves, joined civic guard corps and societies.
This brought them into conflict with supporters of the prince of
Orange, the Orangists. De patriotten gingen zich bewapenen en
verenigen in schutterijen en genootschappen. Hiermee kwamen zij
tegenover de aanhangers van de prins te staan: de prins- of

Oranjegezinden.

Although only a small country, the Republic
found itself in a major war. At its height, the
Republic had 120,000 troops in the field. An
unprecedented number. The Grand Alliance
proved successful, but the battles were hard
fought and bloody. When it became clear
that the union of France and Spain would be
averted, the British began to look for ways to
end the war. They had achieved their aim. At
the negotiations for the Treaty of Utrecht in
1713 and later the Treaty of Rastatt, the
British got what they wanted. For the
Republic, the results were meagre. The Dutch
gained the fortress town of Venlo. The
exhausting war had left the country
bankrupt. It was the last time that the Dutch
Republic played a leading role in a Europe
conflict.

In the late 18th century, economic crises raised
tensions in the Republic to new heights.
Political mavements such as the Patriots
questioned the ability of Stadholder William v
to govern. Unrest culminated in 1786 in civil
wear, revolution, coups, foreign intervention and
eventually in 1810 in annexation by France.
These turbulent years laid the foundations for a
fresh start for the country, with a centralised
state and a monarchy.
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‘Prince William, itisa n Derk

n de (apellen t uded in his
pamphlet To the Pe, f
summarising the Patriot criticism of William V.
The stadholder was notoriously weak a
ndecisive; indeed he had no response

usation. His wife, Wilhelmina was also
unpopular, although cut from a different cloth
She was a proud princess - her brother William
Frederick Il was king of Pi Ye n she

f having
riots grew in strength. William and

ilhelmina and their children found refuge in
Nijmegen in Gelderiand
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Frozen rivers

On 4 October 1794, following heavy

mbardment and a siege lasting several

veeks, Den Bosch surrendered to a French army
under General Jean-Charies Pichegru. Troops of
the French Revolutionary army had invaded the
Republic in August of that year, yet had stopped
at the principal nvers until winter. A severe
trost enabled them to cross the water with
comparative ease and march north. Stadholder
William V fled with his family from
Scheveningen to England. In the wake of the
French army came the returning Patriots who
had sought refuge in France in 1787. They now
took over the reins of power.




